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SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY JUNE 2023 

CASH POINTS
Like any town, large or small, 
this one needs a source of cash  
that will support trade on its 
m a i n s t r e e t a n d i n t h e 
businesses that make the place 
work. Yes, I know you can use 
your card if you’re aware how 
to do so and if you have an 
account. Many of the young 
don’t have an account and 
many of the not-so-young don’t 
have or trust a card.
  We no longer have a bank 
here. Lloyds advised us that we 
could ca l l a t Ludlow or 
Kidderminster, but that means 
transport for the 12 mile 
journey to either. We don’t all 
have cars. The alternatives are 
the Post Office that is currently 
not operating, the Londis ATM 
that hasn’t worked since it gave 
up in the Pandemic crisis and 
the good old reliable Co-op that 
wasn’t designed to cope with 
us all needing cash. The High 
Street is suffering and there’s 
no easy answer. 

LETTER FROM 
AMERICA

I’m delighted to welcome a 
new columnist to the Clarion.

  L i s a B a l d w i n i s a 
psychotherapist located in 
Irvine, California, who reads 
the Clarion thanks to my big 
sister over there. She tells me 
she enjoys Mrs Grumpy and 
that Cleobury seems to have a 
gentle loveliness about it
   You’ll find her first column on 
Page 17 and she invites readers 
to send her questions asking for 
advice. Contact me for her 
email address.        Jim Reynolds

THE WINE WALK
One of our biggest and best 

social occasions
The world famous Friends of St 
Mary's Wine Walk is returning 
by popular demand on Friday 
2 3 r d J u n e f r o m 7 . 3 0 p m –
10.30pm. As before, there will 
be four venues in Cleobury 
with different wines at each 
one. Tickets, which entitle 
purchasers to four glasses of 
wine (or soft drinks), will be 
£16 each. Extra glasses, for 
those who need them, will be 
available at £4 each. Tickets can 
be purchased from Diane 
Waddington (01299 272820), 
other Committee members or 
the usua l t i cke t out le t s , 
Cleobury Library, Cleobury 
P h a r m a c y a n d S p i r e 
Hairdressers.
This is always a very sociable 
event so do come along to meet 
old friends or make new ones. 
Ticket numbers are limited and 
always sell out so don't hesitate 
if you want to be there.  
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Victoria Allen 
Funeral Services 

 
 

An Independent Family Business offering a  
Personal and Professional Service  

 
Over 25 years’ Experience 

 
Competitively Priced 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 
Covering All Areas 

 
Home Visits Available 

 
 

01584 879035 
24 Hour Service 

 
 
 

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND 
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk 

Email: vafs@btinternet.com 
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And On Other Pages…. 
5.- The Photography Club
7 - The Cleobury Festival
9 - Swift Watch
11 - The Conversation Cafe
17 - Farewell Mullers
19 - Wood Words - Bowls Club
21 - Stepping Out! Walking News
25 - Philip Dunne MP
 27 - Letter from America
31/32 - Doddington Lodge

37 - Cleobury Mortimer Benefice
39 - Simon Morton on Gardening
43 - Mrs Grumpy
51 - Ludlow Dog Day
 53 - Let’s Beat the Scammers
 59 - The Community Hub
 60- The Town Council
 61 - The Social Calendar
 62 - Parish Hall AGM
 63 - Local Contact Numbers

The Cleobury Clarion, June 2023 
Volume Nineteen  -  Edition Three

They’re getting bigger!
Pothole of the Month

Page 13.

Carthorse to Concorde.
Local History on Page 29

IN BUSINESS
CM Bespoke Care. Page 45.
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE PHOTOGRAPHY 
CLUB

N o l e s s t h a n 1 6 w i d e l y 
a s s o r t e d p h o t o g r a p h e r s 
attended the inaugural meeting 
at The Talbot Inn on May 4th. 
Paul Serrell-Cooke outlined the 
idea of a friendly group, with 
plans to help one another 
rather than compete, and then 
h a n d e d o u t c o p i e s o f a 
provisional calendar for this 
year. The Club will meet 
roughly every fortnight, with a 
mixture of meetings at the 
Market Hall and outside trips.
   Any photographic device is 
welcome, from video camera to  
mobile phone or professional 
unit. The first outside event 
was last night, May 31st with 
the Clee Hill Sunset Trip. The 
results from that will be shown 
by those wanting to do so at 
the Market Hall on June 7th, 
starting at 7.30. Membership 
cost was set at £45 for the first 
year, with provision to adjust 
hire of the Market Hall is the 
obvious major cost at this 
stage.
   The friendly atmosphere at 
this meeting promises well, 
with help and advice between 
members the driving force. The 
Clarion will be happy to report 
progress and meeting dates for 
the month ahead will be on our  
Social Calendar. Wednesday 
the 7th is the first meeting this 
month, starting at 7.30 in the 
Market Hall. Paul Serrell-
Cooke is on 07791 378 240.

THE CREATIVE 
WRITING GROUP

“Reflection”singular or plural 
was the subject testing a 
modest number at our May 
meet ing . Sy lv ia reca l led 
grandparents and parents with 

contrasting characters, the 
former loving and cheerful, her 
father never seeming to smile, 
a reflection of four years as a 
prisoner of the Japanese during 
the 1939-45 World War.
   Marian wrote about the lost 
relatives whose memorials 
mark so many graveyards and 
the number of lives lost to the 
fol ly of war. The editor 
contrasted two generations in 
the pub, arguing over the price 
of beer reflecting how the 
world has changed. The two 
ladies then exchanged stories 
of the last great war and the 
lack of proper sweets. Who 
r e m e m b e r s C a d b u r y ’ s 
misshapes that lacked beauty 
but not flavour?
   We meet again at 6.30 on 
Monday June 12th at 6.30 in the 
library to explore the matter of 
‘Hands’. All scribes will be 
made welcome.

THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB

For the first time for a year or 
two, the Club met at the Talbot 
Hotel on 9 May, when about 25 
members gathered to hear Sue 
Brown ask ‘Are You Sitting 
Comfortably?’ Sue is well-
known in the town as a 
chiropractor (and indeed some 
of the members are customers 
o f h e r s ) w h o h a s b e e n 
established in our High Street 
for some years.

There was a time when 
chiropractic was completely 
unregulated, and anyone could 
set up as a chiropractor 
w i t h o u t a n y t r a i n i n g , 
qualifications, or regulation. 
Since 1994, however, regulation 
a n d o v e r s i g h t h a s b e e n 
provided by the General 
Chiropractic Council and, since 

2000, it has been illegal for any 
unregistered person to describe 
themselves as a chiropractor.

In brief, Chiropractors 
diagnose and treat muscular-
skeletal disorders, which arise 
from accidents, or from bad 
habits of posture. These can be 
unbalanced loadings on the 
body (and particularly on the 
spine) from, say, always 
c a r r y i n g h e a v y b a g s o r 
backpacks hooked over one 
shoulder, and always the same 
shoulder. Prolonged slouching 
over a computer or X-Box can 
have deleterious results too, 
and Sue showed us some X-
Ray photos of the unhealthy 
distortions of the spine which 
can ensue from these – and 
from bad driving positions.

S u e t h e n g a v e a 
demonstration of the way in 
which we should get up from a 
chair, keeping one’s head 
vertically above one’s feet, and 
NOT leaning forwards.

Over half of Sue’s 
patients report lower back 
pain, and recent statistics 
suggest that there are some 30 
million cases of lower back 
pain in UK each year, costing 
the NHS well over £1 million 
each day, and the UK economy 
about £40 million each day. Not 
surprisingly, workers in the 
construction industry are 
particularly prone to lower 
back pain, but it can affect 
anyone. If we take Sue’s good 
advice to heart, we’ll have a 
good chance of not adding to 
these worrying statistics.

The next meeting of the 
club will be held on 13 June at 
the Golf Club, when Eddie 
Humphries will be speaking 
about ‘The Wind Beneath My 
Wings’.              Mark Baldwin
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

•
•
•
•
•
•

We’ll be there to guide you through every stage.                 

•
•
•
•
•
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SATURDAY 24th JUNE 2023 
12 PM – 7 PM 

At the Sports & Social Club Field 

 

STALLS BY LOCAL CRAFTS, BUSINESSES, CHARITIES AND 
ORGANISATIONS; DOG SHOW; FALCONRY; LIVE BANDS AND 

PERFORMANCES; FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS; BLUE LIGHT 
SERVICES AND MUCH MORE!  

EVERYONE WELCOME 

FREE TO ENTER THE FESTIVAL 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS

On Saturday 17th June, at 
7.30pm, we will be showing 
Three Billboards outside Ebbing 
Missouri – an American dark 
comedy drama in which a 
mother becomes frustrated at 
t h e l o c a l p o l i c e f o r c e ' s 
i n e p t i t u d e t o s o l v e h e r 
daughter's murder. When no 
potential perpetrators have been 
identified and the investigation 
slowly grinds to a halt, Mildred 
(Frances McDormand) takes 
matters into her own hands to 
ensure that the media, local 
citizens and the police take her 
plight seriously and find her 
d a u g h t e r ' s k i l l e r .  
Starring Frances McDormand, 
( B e s t A c t r e s s ) , W o o d y 
Harrelson, Sam Rockwell (Best 
Supporting Actor).  Bar, tea, 
coffee and cake.  Tickets £5.

THE READING 
GROUP

Is the octopus the closest we 
wi l l come to meet ing an 
intelligent alien? A question 
posed by Peter Godfrey-Smith 
in 'Other Minds', our latest read. 
E y e - o p e n i n g a n d h i g h l y 
readable, though needs some 
concentration. It covers biology, 
e v o l u t i o n , p s y c h o l o g y 

environment and more. We all 
g a i n e d b y r e a d i n g t h i s 
i l l u s t r a t e d b o o k . S o m e 
fascinating facts plus amusing 
incidents. Difficult to grasp at 
times but well worth the effort.     
   Back to fiction this month ' The 
Sealwoman's Gift' by Sally 
Magnusson. An Icelandic tale 
from 1627. We gather again in 
Cleobury library on Monday 
19th June.
   I recently had an enquiry 
regarding joining the group but 
apologies to the caller as email 
bounced back, obviously wrong. 
Deana Kimber 271754

STOTTESDON W.I.
An inspiring and realistic 
presentation on Climate Change 
from Phil Evans at our WI on 17 
May. Phil grew up in our locale 
and went to Lacon Childe 
School, inspired by Carl Sagan 
t o s t u d y s c i e n c e s . H e i s 
c u r r e n t l y D i r e c t o r o f 
EUROSATMET - a collaboration 
of nations using satellites to 
m e a s u r e a n d r e p o r t t o 
governments on the earth’s 
climate. 
  He gave us facts from 
observations, modelling and 
weather and demonstrated that 
we have all the compelling 
evidence we need. He also 
acknowledged the importance 
of sceptics to challenge science. 
When asked what we could do 

about it, he affirmed what we 
know. We can all play our part 
in mitigating the effect through 
our lifestyle and personal 
choices and use opportunities 
to protest and to press our 
politicians and leaders to work 
together to get to Zero carbon 
emissions. 
   Thank you to Phil and for 
sharing the African proverb
“Alone we go Fast, Together we 
go Far”.
   We need to all be activists 
now. It was a serious yet 
hopeful evening and the cakes 
were excellent.
Helena Hale

SWIFT WATCH
After a long and anxious wait 
this Spring, we were able to 
welcome back our swallows and 
house martins in April and our 
swifts in mid-May. With a 
backdrop of declining number 
nationally and internationally, 
we have yet to see what the 
breeding numbers are going to 
be here in Cleobury.
   Swallow numbers were badly 
down last year but house martin 
and swift numbers have been 
steady for two years or more. 
Let’s hope for warm weather 
and lots of flies and spiders as 
food for our magnif icent 
visitors.                           Kit Smith
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 Wills  
 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
 Free Will reviews 
 Probate support 
 Care home fee avoidance 
 Free funeral plan with every Will 
 Family Protection Trusts 

“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent 
and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark and his daughter 

Lauren to write your Will”

 Appointments by telephone, 
video link or in the comfort of 
your own home 

 Over 45 years’ experience in 
law 

 Friendly and professional 
support for you and your family 

 Call us up for a chat to see how 
we can help! 

Professional Family Estate Planners Planners

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care 
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our 
local communities

We have recently been rated as  OUTSTANDING  by CQC and this 
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care 
provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated 
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, 
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, 
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.

support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home 
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them 
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

 Domiciliary Care
 Palliative care
 Personal care
 24 hour care
 Companionship
 Dementia Care
 Overnight Care
 Elderly Care

 Care for young adults
 Supporting younger people
 Domestic services: 
cleaning, cooking, washing 
and shopping

 Collections of pensions or 
prescriptions

 Trips out and about

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897 
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com
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CLEOBURY W.I.
We certainly celebrated the 
King’s Coronation in style! Our 
‘Eat Cake for The King’ tea 
party was a huge success and 
very well-supported by the 
local community. Many thanks 
to everyone involved; the hall 
looked so festive with plenty of 
red, white and blue in the form 
of bunting, flags, flowers and 
clothing! The fantastic range of 
delicious homemade cakes and 
scones was enjoyed by all, and 
people were so busy chatting 
they were in no hurry to go 
home! As well as providing a 
splendid service for the 
community, the funds raised 
make a great start to our 
annual charity fundraising.
   We were treated to an 
evening of flower arranging, 
with Clare Bradley expertly 
demonstrating how to use 
flowers and foliage from the 
garden to create natural-
looking displays. Three lucky 
ladies each won a lovely 
arrangement in the raffle.
   It was a glorious evening as 
twenty members enjoyed a 
vis i t to Neen View. The 
gardens looked beautiful in the 
sunshine and the spectacular 
views from the top made the 
steep climb worthwhile! Buffet-
style food, drinks and natter at 

the Live and Let Live rounded 
off the evening.
   A big ‘thank-you’ to Judy, 
Maggie, Jenni, Sally and new 
members Pauline and Denise 
who have worked hard in the 
centenary garden, weeding and 
planting new plants. The 
garden is now looking much 
neater, and we can look 
forward to en joying the 
garden’s first full summer.
   Maggie, Wendy and Val spent 
an interesting day at the 
Shropshire Federation AGM in 
Shrewsbury. There were stalls 
and displays to enjoy, the usual 
reports and presentations. 
Ladies from Clun WI explained 
all about Days for Girls, an 
award-winning charity set up 
to make kits which help girls 
and women around the world 
to manage their menstrual 
period. The highlight of the 
day was the main speaker, 
Chris Lubbe who, in a thought-
provoking presentation, told 
tales of his days working as a 
b o d y g u a r d f o r N e l s o n 
Mandela. He gave examples 
f r o m h i s o w n p e r s o n a l 
experiences of the horrors that 
took place during the period of 
Apartheid. There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house as Chris 
received a well-deserved 
s tanding ovat ion las t ing 
several minutes.

   Our June WI Meeting will be 
on Tuesday 13th at 7.30pm in 
the Market Hall when our own 
member, Clare Hadwell, will 
give a talk on her recent three-
month cruise around South 
America and Antarctica. This 
should be a fascinating evening 
and is open to visitors for a 
donation of £5.
A different venue for coffee 
and chat will be the Colliers 
Arms on Thursday 22nd June at 
10.30am. Look out for our 
stand at the Cleobury Festival 
on Saturday 24th June, when 
you can find out more about 
what being a WI member 
involves. 
   As always, new members are 
welcome. Contact Judy 01299 
2 7 0 9 8 3 o r e m a i l 
judysant10@gmail.com for 
information on how to join.
Val Sniadowski

THE CONVERSATION 
CAFE

An intriguing title for a novel 
place in The Old Scout Hut in 
Park Alley, off the High Street 
in Bewdley. As well as a cafe 
they offer training sessions in a 
wide span of skills. Curiosity 
will take us there to see what 
it’s all about in more detail and 
we will report in a future issue.
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Clee Hill Community Wildlife Group Bird Survey 

We need to count the local breeding population of Curlews, and monitor the outcome of nesting 
attempts, to see if any young fledge. 

If you see or hear a Curlew, please tell us. 
All records are valuable. 

We would also like to know if you see or hear any Lapwing, Kestrel or Cuckoo, or see evidence 
of breeding Red Kite, please. 

If you’ve seen or heard any of these species,  
please don’t assume we know about them. 

Please report all your observations, especially any Curlew  
(“the most important bird conservation priority in the UK”)  

Please contact 
Chris Bargman (01299 270514, email: chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk) 
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POTHOLE OF THE 
MONTH

This is a monster, as you can 
see its scale from the cone 
placed to warn traffic and run 
over by a car or truck. Revenge 
action by a driver fed up with 
such downright dangerous 
hazards being allowed to exist?
   It’s on the Dowles Road out 
of Bewdley, on a stretch where 
those glad to escape the jams 
that blight that fine town can at 
last get a move on. Only to find 
this along the route home or 
maybe to work. How many 
wheels have been damaged by 
it, we wonder?
   A conversation with one of 
the crowd gathered for the 
P h o t o g r a p h y C l u b 
inauguration in May made a 

very pertinent point about the 
seriousness of such hazards if 
you ride a bicycle. He pointed 
out how riding through such a 
hazard in the dark, or through 
one made invisible by rainfall 
that makes it look like a 
puddle, can have a very 
serious result. In a car it’s a 
thump and maybe a shake; on 
a bicycle it could mean a fall 
and injury. 

SAINT JOHN’S 
DODDINGTON

A Wild Day at Doddington! 
With Clee Hill Community 
Wildlife Group, held in St 
John’s churchyard. Thursday 
1st June 9am – 4pm. A great 
half term activity, but all ages 
welcome! Refreshments all day. 
Come and help us to identify 
the nature in the churchyard – 
moths, bees, butterflies, birds, 
flowers, grasses. We'll have 
local experts on hand to help 
with ID and we'll add the 
records you help us gather to 
the national map to show the 
wealth of nature in burial 
grounds like ours. Drop in any 
time between 9am and 4pm. 
P a r k i n g & t o i l e t s a t 
Doddington Village Hall. Part 
of Love Your Burial Ground 
Week.
Celia Gibb

THE TOWN COUNCIL 
ANNUAL MEETING

Held in the Cleobury Country 
Centre on May 19th, the event 
featured a good selection of 
local bodies and interests, but 
public attendance was poor. I 
estimated one or two.

Council on parade. Town Clerk 
Dorothy McBride talks to Vice 

Chair Neil Tysall and behind new 
Deputy Clerk Sam Dolphin is 

with Cllr Guy James.
   A lack of public interest may 
suggest we’re happy with the 
way the town is run. But there 
was no lack of interest and 
energy in the air. The feeling 
was this was doers talking to 
others doers and planning…..
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BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote
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Certass Approved Installer
Local Tradesman Based in Highley

ashban94@hotmail.com
Ash: 07817 785245

R O Y A L
F O U N T A I N  I N N

13 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BS

Serving food 12-3 Tuesday - Sunday and 6-9 Tuesday - Saturday
Cake and coffee deals from 3-6pm everyday 
Fantastic range of food and drinks with deals every weekend
Large, heated marquee and biggest beer garden in town
Live music every month 
We can cater for all occasions and parties of all sizes

01299 272720 
info@theroyalfountaininn.co.uk
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FAREWELL MULLERS
Mullers came to England in 
1932 and with the outbreak of 
the 1939-45 Second World War 
moved on to Cleobury early in 
1 9 4 0 . T h a t w a s t o a 
government built factory that 
was far away from the threat 
of German bombs in its old 
North London base at Park 
Royal. Popular belief was that 
the company chose Cleobury 
because the managing director 
liked the leaning church spire 
that reminded him of a similar 
tower at the company’s home 
base in Soleure
   So urgent was the need for 
the engineering parts the Swiss 
owned company produced 
that machines were installed in 
High Street houses and the 
Alton Glasshouses factory in 
Bewdley. We were at war and 
production was vital.
   The company recruited and 
trained men and women and 
an apprenticeship school soon 
followed. They built houses at 
Curdale Close and bought 
vacant houses to accommodate 
staff. It didn’t take long for the 
place to employ about 350 
p e o p l e , w h i c h w a s a n 
enormous change for a small 
rural community.
   Mullers had grown as the 
producer of high quality parts 
for the Swiss clock and watch 

industry. Ideal people to gain 
Ministry of Defence contracts 
for aircraft and armaments 
parts and in the early years of 
peace the place grew until 
a b o u t 5 0 0 p e o p l e w e r e 
employed. A sports field was 
developed and a Sports and 
S o c i a l C l u b c a t e re d f o r 
football, tennis, bowls, cricket, 
motoring, amateur dramatics, 
dancing and photography. It 
produced ‘The Sphinx’, its 
own magazine named after the 
Muller company logo. There 
was a licensed club based at 
Spregdon House in the High 
Street. As you can imagine, 
this was a buoyant time for the 
town, with so much well paid 
employment.
   The 60s and 70s brought a 
great deal of change in 
industry; anyone who worked 
in Kidderminster will know 
about that. Mullers faced stiff 
competition abroad and put in 
computerised control that saw 
the labour force reduced. In 
the 1980s a management 
buyout was agreed and Swiss 
control was handed over. The 
movement of production to 
other sites with a pool of 
engineering experience to 
recruit from made hard sense 
and in April this year the 
doors were closed on a piece of 
local history.

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

Due to a number of band 
members being out of action 
f o r h e a l t h r e a s o n s , 
unfortunately we had to cancel 
our ‘Best of British’ concert on 
13th May. There are still two 
tickets that haven’t been 
refunded. If you get in touch 
with a band member, we can 
get this sorted for you If you 
have left them as a donation, 
then thank you VERY much !
   Moving into June a small 
band will be playing at Neen 
Sollars Fete on Sunday 18th 
and the following Saturday at 
Harvington Fete.
   Also, advance notice for any 
brass band enthusiasts that 
Pershore Midsummer Brass 
will be on Saturday 1st July, 
Cleobury Mortimer Concert 
Brass will be playing in the 
Abbey at 10:45 and The Angel 
at 13:45. This is always a good 
day out.
   Please take note that we are 
still on the look out for some 
bass players! Please come 
along to our friendly practices 
on Tuesday evenings 7.30pm 
in the Parish Hall
   Or get in touch with Amanda 
on 01584 891199.
Katie Griffiths
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Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

free access to our dentists’ surgeries
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FARLOW AND 
ORETON

11th June 6.00p.m Farlow 
Parish Church and Melville 
Chapel, invite you to a joint, 
BBQ and Service at Farlow and 
Oreton Village Hall.
   24th June 2.30 to 4.30p.m 
Afternoon tea at Melville 
Chapel. Celebrating the British 
C o u n t r y s i d e . E v e r y o n e 
welcome.
Ruth Downes

WOOD WORDS
The Bowling Club held its first 
“Taster Session” on Monday 
May 15th, attended by over 20 
people wishing to try their 
hand. With guidance from 
members, talented prospective 
players were “discovered” who 
hopefully will go on to join the 
club with a view to playing 
regularly.
   Club captain Nick Flatters 
said “It was great to see so 
many in attendance, my thanks 
of course to those who came 
along to have a go.” Watch out 
for details of the next event or 
contact anyone at the club for 
further information.
   Other news  is the availability 
of a defibrillator in the club 
house, thanks to club chairman 
and his wife, Tony and Jean 
Wilson. 

  In the Ludlow league victories 
have been recorded over 
Craven Arms, Corve and a tie 
with Teamsters. The Tuesday 
night Highley League have 
mixed resul ts , wins over 
Chelmarsh and Bridgnorth B, 
not so good against Horsehay B 
a n d Wo r f i e l d A . I n t h e 
Shropshi re sen ior l eague 
v i c t o r i e s r e p o r t e d o v e r 
Bridgnorth B, Much Wenlock 
and Bowring A 
  All details on the club 
website :cleoburybowls.org.uk
   For further information about 
playing bowls contact club 
captain Nick Flatters on 07952 
2 9 6 7 1 0 / e m a i l 
cleoburybowlsclub@g.mail.com
Chris Smith

SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT

Whatever you think, this is not 
a domestic scene, even if proud 
cyclists may think so. It’s one of 
the barns at Heath Farm, where 
people who like the best of meat 
go shopping and it’s quite 
separate from the shop.
   Like most busy farms they 
have tools no longer of use and 
all sorts of bits and pieces that 
were taking up space. So they 
got them together, gave them a 
clean and put them on display 
next to the parking space. You’d 
be amazed what’s in there - take 
a look when you’re short of a 
tool, a piece of furniture or even 
an outdoor stove. And none of 
this is overpriced.

ANDY PARSONS AT 
THE REGAL

Tenbury’s Regal theatre does 
have a talent for booking some 
big names to grace its stage.
   Hot news as we go to press is 
that Andy Parsons will be there 
on October 27th this year. He’s 
always great value when you 
see him on TV in shows like 
‘Live at the Ap;ollo’ and ‘Mock 
the Week’.
   Tickets will be on sale by the 
t i m e y o u r e a d t h i s 
announcement and if you leave 
it too long to book you’ll miss 
one of this year ’s funniest 
shows. 
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

Re rement Planning
Family & Business Protec on

Wealth Management
Investments & Savings

           Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser
Grainger lives in Cleobury Mor mer giving the residents 

and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.

An ini al consulta on is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

   tel: 07974 100089      email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk           website: www.meridenfp.co.uk
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

Has anyone else been struck 
by the abundance of wild 
flowers and blossom this 
S p r i n g ? C o w s l i p s i n 
particular have caught my eye 
a l o n g w i t h d a f f o d i l s , 
bluebells, wild garlic and 
wood anemone to name just a 
few. It’s lovely to hear the 
buzz of the bees in the tree 
blossom. 
  Thirteen people joined the 
Country Walk on Sunday 
May 7th. It was supported by 
Wyre Fores t SusFes t , a  
festival with the brilliant 
theme of “Greener, Happier, 
Healthier”. Starting at the 
Golf Club we followed CMFA 
walk No 23, The Three 
Coppices. An undulating 
route along woodland tracks, 
pastures and paths; after the 
heavy rain of Coronation Day 
we did have to avoid some 
muddy areas. At one point the 
route crossed the line of the 
Elan Valley Pipeline which 
carries drinking water from 
Wales to Birmingham. The 
weather was lovely and the 
bluebells were in full bloom.  
  Sunday 4th June is the next 
Country Walk . S ta r t ing 
outside St Mary’s church at 
10.00am. This is also the date 
of the full moon for June. Not 

hard to guess why it’s called 
the Strawberry Moon!
  The second Walking for 
Health away day of 2023 is on 
June 14th when we will be 
going to Upper Arley. Meet at 
the Cleobury Sports Centre to 
leave at 10.00. Transport will 
be available. Or meet at Arley 
Car park at 10.15. The car 
park is opposite the village 
down the road from the Arley 
Railway Station. The walk 
w i l l b e o n p a v e m e n t s , 
footpaths and fields, with a 
short incline to start. We will 
s t o p a t t h e A r b o re t u m 
tearoom for refreshments 
before walking down to the 
footbridge over the river to 
the car park.  
  Walking for Health on 
Wednesday 28th June will start 
outside the Market Hall at 
10.00 with refreshments 
afterwards at the CoCo coffee 
morning.
  In May the work party 
installed a kissing gate to 
replace a broken stile in Neen 
Savage. Two new volunteers 
joined the group and the extra 
s p a d e p o w e r w a s v e r y 
welcome. You may have seen 
on our Facebook page that 
Footpath Guardians are 
needed to look after footpaths 
in Cleobury Mortimer and 

surrounding villages. Each 
guardian undertakes to look 
after a length of footpath on 
their own. It mainly involves 
clearing brambles, nettles or 
hedge growth at stiles and 
gates. This is usually only 
needed a couple of times a 
year and doesn’t take very 
long. Tools can be provided if 
requested. I f anyone i s 
interested please get in touch 
w i t h C M F A o n  
footpaths.cmfa@gmail.com  
CMFA activities are on our 
website www.cmfa.co.uk and 
also on Facebook.
Veronica Hargreaves

ROCK 
PATHFINDERS

   10.00am Thursday, June 1st 
Start from the Memorial Hall 
car park at Clun. SY7 8LE. 
Bring a packed lunch, but we 
suspect you won’t see this 
message in time for the event. 
We hope you enjoy.
   10.00 Thursday, 15th June. 
Start from the Hare and 
Hounds at Shenstone DY10 
4BU. 
   Further details and other 
information available on 
www.rockpathfinders.uk. 
   e m a i l : 
mdsskey@rockpathfinders.uk.
   Or Alan on 01299 400304.
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

What can a Nutritionist help with?What can a Nutritionist help with?
Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more

Visit www.eatyourselfbetter.co.uk to find out more or book a free mini consultation to see what I can do to help you. 07790521636
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June in the Wyre Forest                                                                Linda Iles

Last month my neighbour told me she 
had heard a cuckoo so I hope that by the 
time you read this there will be several 
pairs up to their naughty tricks in this part 
of the forest. 

Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary
Photo by Mick Farmer

   Butterflies are not seen in droves any 
more, but we can celebrate every one 
which we do see. Even in a forest 
National Nature Reserve which has been 
managed deliberately to provide good 
habitat for ‘woodland specialist’ 
butterflies for over a decade they seem to 
be hanging on precariously. This month I 
hope to be able to watch a few Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, as well as their 
larger relatives who generally appear on 
the wing in May. The charity Butterfly 
Conservat ion recrui ts and t rains 
volunteers to count the species they see 
on regular woodland walks so that there 
is a record of how well, or badly, each is 
faring. To quote the BC West Midlands’ 
group magazine, ‘The purpose of 
recording butterfly numbers…is to 
monitor population trends and to feed that 

i n f o r m a t i o n b a c k i n t o h a b i t a t 
management. There’s little point in doing 
surveys unless the results are used to 
improve habitats and, conversely, there’s 
little point in managing habitats unless 
the effects of the work are measured.’ 
   At the farm we recently hosted a group 
of naturalists from Sandwell. They spent 
the day exploring the orchards and 
meadows but not venturing very far, 
focused as they were on the minutiae of 
the mosses in the farmyard, the 
invertebrates on the apple blossom and 
dead wood, the tiny fungi among the 
grasses and the remains of the cattle’s 
hay. But they didn’t fail to notice the 
splendour of the day or the joyful singing 
of the Garden Warbler as they sat to eat 
their sandwiches in the garden. Thank 
goodness we are a nation of amateur 
naturalists and conservation volunteers: 
people who can record what they see and 
help to care for it. This month we are 
hosting a ‘Pollinators Day’ at the farm to 
learn more about the fascinating creatures 
which perform such a vital role in the 
lifecycles of flowers, trees and crops and 
find out how our gardens can encourage 
them. I will also be going to a training 
day a t Lower Smi t e Fa rm , t he 
headquarters of Worcestershire Wildlife 
Trust, so that I can identify and record 
bumblebees in my area. Here are some 
contacts for any of you who want to find 
out more about volunteering: 
   West Midlands Butterfly Conservation: 
M i k e W i l l i a m s , 
w m b u t t e r f l i e s @ g m a i l . c o m a l s o 
gardenbutterflysurvey.org  
Wo r c e s t e r s h i r e Wi l d l i f e Tr u s t : 
worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/get-involved
Linda
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



Cleobury Clarion  June 2023 Page 25

Philip Dunne’s 
Letter from Westminster

I am writing this article, with memories of last 
month’s coronation of King Charles III and the 
subsequent bank holiday still fresh in my mind. 
The ceremony, steeped in the history of our 
nation, unfolded in Westminster Abbey, capturing 
the attention of tens of millions of people both in 
t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m a n d a b ro a d . T h e 
constitutional monarchy, with the King at its 
helm, stands as a testament to the enduring 
traditions and values of our country.
  King Charles III's ascension to the throne marked 
the culmination of the longest-ever apprenticeship 
for becoming our Head of State. At the age of 74 
when most individuals are well into their 
retirement, he embarks on his reign, building an 
example of his mother the late Queen and his own 
experience as her heir for over 50 years. 
One of his most effective contributions was his 
founding of the Prince's Trust in 1976. This charity 
helped over a million young people in their 
education, training, and securing employment. 
His commitment to this cause reflects his genuine 
concern for the wellbeing and future of younger 
generations.
  The King has travelled extensively since 1966, 
re p re s e n t i n g o u r n a t i o n a n d f o s t e r i n g 
relationships with other countries and their 
people. His wealth of experience in international 
relations and diplomacy has made him one of the 
most seasoned practitioners in the world. While 
his approach may not always be the most tactful, 
his undeniable convening power and sense of 
humour have helped him win over sceptics and 
initiate positive change.
  Transcending politics, King Charles III has been a 
vocal advocate for causes that reach beyond party 
lines, such as environmental preservation. Long 
before it became popular, he championed 
environmental issues, showcasing his foresight 
and commitment to addressing critical global 
challenges.
  On the eve of the coronation, the King and 
Queen visited Parliament, spending a couple of 
h o u r s e n g a g i n g w i t h M P s , P e e r s , a n d 
parliamentary staff. This gesture exemplified the 
vital importance of mutual respect between the 
Monarch and Parliament, a cornerstone of our 
constitutional settlement. The presence of 
politicians from all political persuasions, eager to 
congratulate their Majesties, underscored the 

respect and support that our new King aims to 
earn from the British people.
  The coronation itself was a magnificent occasion, 
seamlessly blending centuries of tradition with 
the realities of the modern world. The event was 
witnessed by an average of 18 million viewers in 
the UK alone, highlighting the enduring 
fascination with royal ceremonies. It also 
demonstrated how technology has transformed 
our ability to experience and engage with such 
historic moments.
  Amidst the grandeur and tradition, efforts were 
made to ensure that modern Britain was also 
represented and celebrated. The inclusion of the 
King and Queen's blended family in the service, 
as well as representatives of other faiths, 
showcased a message of diversity and inclusion. 
Historic firsts, such as the participation of women 
bishops, girl choristers and a female Lord 
President of the Council bearing a ceremonial 
sword for nearly an hour reflected the evolving 
nature of our society.
  In total, 5,000 armed forces personnel and 19 
military bands took part. Despite the very English 
weather - constant rain - there was a celebratory 
atmosphere on The Mall, with periodic Mexican 
waves and police officers being cheered. Around 
six protesters, who were unloading a van of 
placards, were arrested. In total, the Metropolitan 
Police said they arrested 64 people for affray, 
public order offences, breach of the peace, and 
conspiracy to cause a public nuisance around the 
Coronation, some based on active intelligence. 
  While hundreds of thousands of the assembled 
crowd came out to cheer the King, there was also 
a very small protest from Republic, the group 
campaigning to abolish the monarchy and replace 
it with an elected head of state. 

The street parties and gun salutes played their 
part, and members of the public including here in 
Shropshire, found idiosyncratic ways to celebrate. 
From plates piled high with cake to Coronation 
chicken and quiche, with miles of bunting 
decorating our shops and streets, across the bank 
holiday weekend more than 3,000 street parties 
took place in England alone. Twenty towns in 
Shropshire, including seven here in the South, put 
up commemorative plaques on public buildings. 
In so many ways, the Coronation showed just 
how important the monarchy remains.
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01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

A small local business.

I am a qualified lawyer with over 30 
years experience offering a personal 
and approachable service. 

I undertake specialist will drafting, 
lasting powers of attorney, deputyship 
applications and probate. 

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email mandy@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address The Old Snuff Mill Warehouse, Park Lane, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EL

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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Lisa Baldwin’s Letter From America

Lisa’s subject this month: Apologies

QUESTION: 
Why is it that when I apologise it never 
quite gets accepted? I have been told more 
often than once that I do not seem sincere. 
What am I doing wrong?
ANSWER
The first part of a successful apology is to 
really listen to the other person without 
interrupting. We need to understand the 
impact our words and/or actions had upon 
another. The tendency is to begin to defend 
ourselves. We do this in a variety of 
different ways. One way is to say that we 
didn’t mean to hurt them, and that our 
intentions were good. Regardless of our 
good intentions, the other person is hurt, 
and we need to listen to how they were 
impacted by us. Instead of moving toward 
defending ourselves with our good 
intentions, it can be helpful to say  “Help 
me to understand how I impacted you.” 
This type of open ended question allows 
the other to explain how they were hurt.
  Another common error is to tell the other 
person that they are too sensitive and you 
were only joking. Do not minimise the 
importance of what they are telling you. 
  Also, turning the conversation to all the 
things that the other person has done to 
you, is never helpful. Stick to the issue at 
hand, and avoid making excuses. For 
example, if a friend is telling you that she is 
frustrated because you are late every time 
you have plans to meet, don’t start listing 
reasons why you run late and how it is 
often someone else’s fault that you get 
delayed.
  If you are feeling overwhelmed in the 
moment by the other person’s frustration  

with you, tell them that you want to 
consider what she is saying, and that you 
will get back to them. Thank them for 
taking the time to explain, and do be sure 
to follow through and get back to them.
  Then take some time to reflect on the 
conversation. Do you need to behave 
differently in certain areas of the 
relationship? Do you need to be more 
considerate of their sensitiveness? How 
would you feel if the situation were 
reversed?
  Perhaps you do not agree with their 
assessment of your interaction? If you 
believe that you owe them an apology, 
simply say. “I understand how I have hurt 
you, and I apologise. Here is what I am 
going to do to be better in the future.” If 
you do not agree with the friend’s view of 
the situation, tell them “ I am sorry that we 
are misunderstanding one another, and I 
hope that we can have a continued 
discussion to consider how to move 
forward.”

If you can do it sincerely, and the 
relationship is meaningful to you, tell them,
and offer a suggestion for future contact.  
Perhaps something to do together that you 
both enjoy. But, don’t force this, especially 
if the relationship is not an important 
friendship, and you just want to maintain a 
working harmony.
   Some people find it helpful to pray for the 
person whether or not you have a close 
relationship with them in the future. You 
are then left with the knowledge that you 
have concluded on a positive, giving basis.

  Lisa Baldwin
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‘CARTHORSE TO 
CONCORDE’

Ann and Alf Jenkins’ 
Masterwork

This is a quite phenomenal piece 
of research and writing. Over 
500 pages, turning the scales at 
an Imperial three pounds and a 
bit and offering photos from 
early black and white images to 
colour shots dating from 2022. If 
you want a formal history this is 
not for you, but if you want the 
recollections of local people in 
this area, then sit back, have a 
fresh pot of tea nearby, and 
enjoy a series of steps back in 
time. The title is clever, as the 
memories cover from days of 
riding in horse drawn carts to 
the sight and sound of the most 
graceful passenger plane ever.
   An early pleasant surprise for 
me was reading next door 
neighbour Des Gwilliam’s story, 
from his birth at Crumps Brook 
in 1939, working down the pit at 
H i g h l e y a n d b u i l d i n g a 
successful selling career as a self 
employed agent. Along the way 
he played in local bands and 
played tricks on the likes of ex 
Ludlow town cr ier Barry 
McQueen. He still laughs a lot 
talking about his memories.

   Lionel Preece of Coreley tells a 
good tale. Like using a big hay 
knife at the age of just eight and 
collecting empty bottles from 
the dump - no rubbish collection 
then -and adding whatever tops 
would fit and taking them to the 
Colliers Arms to be paid three 
pence each. Or the M&M school 
bus stopping under apple or 
damson trees for the kids to pick 
their choice. Fresh fruit, part of a 
healthy diet! 
   In icy conditions the children 
crowded to the front of the bus 
so that the rear driving wheels 
spun and progress was slow. 
The bus was blamed, not 
children who knew such tricks.
  A quote from Ewart App: “Mrs 
Edwards often gave me some 
bread and jam, the fust jam I 
h a d e v e r t a s t e d . T h e 
blackcurrants and gooseberries 
came from the gardens at 
Railway Terrace. They used to 
grow some fantastic rhubarb in 
them ‘ouses and it was from 
emptying lavatory buckets 
round the plants.”
   Dennis Crowther, known to 
many as ‘The Bard of Titterstone 
Clee Hill’, he gets a chapter to 
tell something of his music and 
comedy talents. Alf knew him as 
the singer and musician who 

called in at the Dhu Stone Inn, 
the pub where Alf was born and 
raised, in a quarryman’s normal 
dress of cloth cap, muffler, 
corduroy trousers and hobnail 
boots. He was renowned for 
impersonating the local vicar 
and giving his own version of a 
sermon….
   Naturally the Hedgehog 
Preservation Society gets a good 
plus for its work. Founded by 
local councillor Adrian Coles, it 
is run by the enthusiastic Fay, it 
sends seven hundred press 
releases to recognised outlets 
a n d b o a s t s o v e r 1 0 , 0 0 0 
members.
   Sleepy Shropshire? Read this 
fine book and learn otherwise!
PUBLIC EVENTS FOR THE 
BOOK LAUNCH:
Ann and Alf have arranged a 
series of weekend events for the 
public to examine and maybe 
buy a book they’ll enjoy and 
pass on to their children and 
grandchildren:
Saturday, June 3rd. 2.30 at Clee 
Hill Academy, SY8 3NE
Saturday June 10th: 6.00 at 
Castle Book Shop, Ludlow SY8 
1AS
Saturday June 17th: 2.30 at 
Orleton Church of England 
School  SY8 4HQ
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THE CONVERSATION CAFE
In our Conversation Cafe we are hoping to bring people together in a safe and friendly environment. 
To meet new people and make friends.  We invite everyone to bring a conversation topic that reflects 
their tastes, interests and concerns.  Or just feel free to come and join in.  This is a free  workshop.  We 
have a Cafe on-site where you can enjoy home made soups, salads and cakes so come and have a 
coffee and see what's going on.  Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and weekends.

Tel: 07984 354682         @thecwcafe  Email: thecwcafe@gmail.com Park 
Alley, Bewdley.  www.thecwcafe.uk
Regular Workshops
Home schooling Wed and Fri 10.00 to 12.30 and 1.30 to 4.00
Men’s Shed Tuesday morning 10.00 to 12.30
Knit and Natter Tuesday Afternoon1.30 to 4.00
Conversation Cafe Wednesday 
11.00 to 12.30

Short courses
Blacksmithing Stained Glass 
10th&11th June and 1st  July
5th&6th August £70.00
£125.00 each Copper Roses
Wet Felting 19th August
 15th July £70.00
 £70.00
Jewellery       
12th  August 
£70.00 + Materials
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Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy
fully licenced by Shropshire Council

visit our website: www.purrrfectca ery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectca ery.co.uk
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What a special time in our history! We had so 
much fun at Doddington Lodge celebrating the 
King’s coronation over a fabulous, long bank 
holiday weekend. We definitely celebrated in style 
with lots of delicious treats and activities!

We took a trip down memory lane to celebrate 
royalty and relive the good old days at our 
Doddington Lodge Coronation Party! From the 
Bluebird Belles’ amazing performance to a special 
visit by John and Caroline, we loved every moment 
of it. And let’s not forget the delicious themed 
lunch and the cake fit for a king!

CELEBRATING THE 
KINGS CORONATION
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Join us for a warm cup of cheer and plenty 
of laughs at our monthly Doddington 

Lodge Coffee Mornings!

Every 2nd Friday of the month, come 
together with residents, family & friends over 
tea or coffee. Enjoy freshly baked cakes as well 

as the Doddington Lodge monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person – including your 
beverage and slice of cake – join us for our 

get-together on Friday, June 9th, 2023, from 
10 am until midday.

We look forward to seeing you!

Come along!

Coffee morning 

on Friday 9th 

June 2023

What a month it has been! We have been busy celebrating so many special occasions. From a 100th birthday 
celebration to a Royal Coronation and even a 65th Wedding Anniversary, we’ve had plenty of reasons to dance, 
sing and rejoice. We also had the pleasure of visiting Nineveh Ridge Care Farm and catching up with friends and 

family over coffee. We’re incredibly grateful to our team, especially Phil and Veronica, for their hard work and 
delicious party treats. It’s been a month to remember!
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Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 
funeral flowers 

Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

  
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

Painter/Decorator
Christine Smith
Friendly, local, female 
professional. Any job 
considered: including 
Indoor/outdoor, walls, 
windows and doors, wallpaper 
& preparation. DBS checked.
Fairly priced. Free quotes. 
Call: 07977296335
E: clsartcontact@gmail.com

CARTERER’R’S ANTIQUESESS

We are looking to purchase all manner of 
an ques, jewellery, coins, medals 

and curiosi es.

For a free valua ons kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792

Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com

celebrate your loved one’s life.
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Sorry to hear that Jenny of Shoe 
Box fame is pottering off to 

Hampshire. She will be 
missed.So I will be doing the 

Shoe Boxes for the foreseeable 
future. There’s no way I can 
match Jenny, but I will try. 

My contact number: 
07976 307 889. KEITH BALMER

MORE ABOUT SHOE BOXES 
For Boys and Girls:
To o t h b r u s h & t o o t h p a s t e , h a i r 
accessories/brush, soap & face cloth, 
stationery & paper, gloves, hat & scarf, 
new socks/underwear, a soft toy, game, 
puzzle, small musical instruments, toy 
vehicles, small ball, sweets (use by date 
from June), a photo and message from 
yourself.
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Hollywaste Holiday Lets
Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) co age, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury Mor mer. Fully equipped kitchen, 

open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC.  Includes Freesat and fast WiFi.  There are enclosed & open 
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beau ful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
Stayca ons, Pamper weekends , Shoo ng weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends, 

Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!
If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and me frame.

Tel: 07962 151322  Email: hollywasteholidaylets@gmail.com FB: h ps://www.facebook.com/HollywasteHolidayCo age

Website: h ps://hollywasteholidaylets.squarespace.com for more informa on

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE 

Providing a thorough nail and foot 
care treatment in the comfort of your 

own home.

Registered and insured practitioner.

STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip  RFHP 

07794 022 618
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Rachel Siddall  DipCFHP, MPSPract

Footcare in the privacy of your own 
home:

Nail trimming
Ingrowing toenails
Corn removal
Thickening nails
Callus reduc on 
Verruca treatment 
Diabe c foot care

Foot Health
Prac oner

07478 007913

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days 
Pop inside before you pop online!  
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
Tel: 01299 489590 
Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND 
EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS! 
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Simon Morton - In The Garden 

The Appliance of Science
Like me, you may have spotted a lot in the 
press about an apparently inevitable 
apocalypse heading our way. The feeling of 
doom and dread comes to you courtesy of 
something called Artificial Intelligence (or, for 
those who like an acronym, AI). Oh yes, it 
would seem that computers have got it in for 
us and, in the very near future, the very fabric 
of society will be governed by machines that 
previously could be defeated with a quick 
Ctrl-Alt-Delete. Now it’s payback time, and all 
the aggression meted out on the Sinclair 
Spectrums and Commodore 64s in the 1980s 
has come back to haunt us. They’re fighting 
back, and according to the more flappy-
handed members of the press, we’re all 
doomed.

Always one to look on the bright side of 
things, I’ve chosen to enjoy the short break in 
hostilities and make the most of the ongoing 
technical revolution. Occasionally technology 
can be a boon, especially for a particularly 
cack-handed gardener with a memory like a 
sieve. So now, when I meander around my 
weed-infested plot, I’m armed with a 
smartphone packed to the gunnels with clever 
apps to help ensure I dig up the bad stuff 
(weeds) and leave the good stuff in (flowers 
and the like). Sounds a simple enough task, I 
hear you cry, but until the advent of the plant 
identification app, I’d be faced with a choice: 

Option A.
• Hold off digging
• Walk back to the house
• Take off my filthy gardening shoes 

(God forbid these ever make it over the 
doorstep)

• Pad my way through to the bookcase 
with my small library of gardening 
books

• After scouring three different books, 
find a picture that looks a tiny bit like 
the plant I’m about to annihilate/save

• Decide whether it’s a weed or not
• Pad back to the door, stick on the shoes 

and walk back to the flower bed in 
question

• Try to relocate the plant in question
• Realise I’ve left my trowel on the 

doorstep
• Swear a bit, retrieve the trowel and 

finally, if things are going really well, 
actually get around to digging said 
weed out of the ground.

Option B.
• Take a punt and dig it up.
• Realise, some months later, that I’d 

actually dug up and disposed of 
perfectly good plants and, by some 
cruel twist of fate, created the perfect 
environment for weeds to thrive.

   Guess which of these options I would 
normally (for which read, always) take? That’s 
right - option B. Gardening was haphazard, to 
say the least, and despite my best efforts, I was 
wrong more times than I was right.
Now all I have to do is whip out my phone, 
point it at a plant and then wait while some 
very clever technology tells me if it’s a weed 
or something I should be keeping in the 
ground a little longer. In fact, this app is so 
‘smart’ that it will also give me Latin names, 
global prevalence and even poems written or 
featuring said plant. Admittedly, it’s mad, 
totally over the top and, most of the time, 
pretty pointless, but it brings me hours of joy 
without the need to remove my gardening 
shoes.

   Sorry folks, the AI doom-mongering will 

have to wait for another day - I’m having 

too much fun with my gardening apps.

Simon Morton
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

♦

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

♦
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A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing

*Bathrooms

*Hot water cylinders

*Central hea ng

*O ec approved

*Oil boilers

*Servicing

*Power flushing

Call Today: 07565 181554

 
 

 
 

Building &  
Carpentry Services 

 
Tel - 07752 463 651 

Email - hurleyhomesltd@outlook.com 
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

“Forest schools”
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MRS GRUMPY

A recent photo in the papers shows Arnie 
Schwartzenegger filling in a pothole in 
California after claiming he had waited three 
weeks to have it fixed. Only three weeks? 
Perhaps he could pop over here if he has some 
spare time. Mind you his repair won't last as, 
like Arnie himself, the pothole 'will be back'. 
Talking potholes, East Sussex Highways claim 
that it is cheaper to temporarily fill a pothole 
SEVEN times than it is to repair it properly 
once. As you might imagine, this claim has been 
treated with derision and several local Councils 
are now considering suing East Sussex for 
misconduct in public office. I can't see how that 
estimate can be justified – just look at the local 
set up. When a pothole is reported, a bloke in a 
van will eventually turn up and spray round it 
(although not the similar sized one next to it). 
Several months later, another bloke in a van (or 
possibly the same one) will come and mark it 
again as it won't have been touched and the 
marking will have worn off. This saga will be 
repeated unless and until a different gang turns 
up and chucks a bit of tarmac into it (but not the 
one next door which has never been marked). 
This repair will last a couple of months 
whereupon the patch comes out and the whole 
cycle begins again. Given that the whole 
episode has required many miles of driving and 
hours of staff time, how can that be cheaper 
than one visit to fix it properly?
   Have you been having problems with your 
postal deliveries? I get nothing for several days 
and then a whole bunch of stuff appears. I have 
recently had two letters arrive, both were sent 
first class and both had taken three days to get 
to me. Given that a first class stamp now costs 
£1.10, you might think that correspondence 
might actually arrive the next day as promised.
    However, some services work well. I recently 
had suspected cystitis (it's no fun is it girls?) so 
rang the Medical Centre who advised me to go 
straight up and provide a sample. I did this and 
within an hour had a call to say that I did have 
an infection and that a prescription was waiting 

for me in the pharmacy. Given all the problems 
with the NHS at present, I think this was 
brilliant service so well done to our Medical 
Centre.
   Got an HP printer? Do you use non HP ink 
cartridges? It has emerged that HP have hidden 
a modification in a regular update which 
prevents the use of non HP refills. It doesn't 
apply to all models and HP won't say which 
ones are affected but they have paid damages to 
customers in a number of countries who have 
been hit by this. So, if you find your non HP 
cartridges won't be accepted when you come to 
fit them, this may be the reason. Apparently, it 
is possible to disable this feature in some cases 
but it depends on the model of printer.
   Joe Biden made a great song and dance about 
his Irish ancestry during his (short) visit to 
Northern Ireland and his (much longer) visit to 
the Irish Republic. What he never mentions is 
the fact that he is also descended from a 
William Biden who emigrated to the USA from 
Westbourne in West Sussex (that's in England 
Joe...) in the early 19th Century. I wonder why 
he never mentions this? Speaking of (ex) 
Presidents, the Donald has been found guilty in 
a civil case of sexually assaulting a woman back 
in the 1990's and told to pay $5 million. His 
defence of 'What woman? never heard of her' 
was not well received...
   I see that Severn Trent have raised concerns 
about the possible effect that the Shrewsbury 
North West Relief Road will have on water 
quality as much of the drinking water for 
Shrewsbury comes from boreholes near the 
proposed route. I do find it a bit rum to see this 
when they are largely responsible for the 
industr ia l l eve ls o f pol lut ion in our 
rivers...Regarding the new Cleobury treatment 
plant, the Town Council have asked for 
clarification in several areas and the Shropshire 
Council tree specialist has expressed concerns 
over the route of the overflow pipe. Watch this 
space…
Ariadne J Grumpy
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E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
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In Business  -  CM Bespoke Care

Sarah Price has been running 
CM Bespoke Care for seven 
years. That has included 
t o u g h t i m e s l i k e t h e 
Pandemic, when she and her 
staff worked all the hours 
they could to keep their  
patients as safe and well as 
possible. No small task for a 
young company offering 
care for sufferers from 
dementia, people over and 
under 65 years old, mental 
health sufferers, those with 
physical disabilities and 
sensory impairment. They 
are still there, putting in the 
hours, calling regularly on 
their charges and giving 
care. 
   There’s a clue to the 
company style when Sarah 
tells you “You can teach 
skills, but not care.” It 
showed when I walked into 
the smart offices tucked 
away at Upper Baveney 
Park, off Baveney Lane. She 
offered a cup of tea and 
checked who else needed 
one and made the lot herself. 
No sign of the boss sending 
someone else to do it, this is 
a place where team spirit 
really works.
   That caring attitude carries 
on in places where they may 
not be working. Like Bonnie 
i n a s u p e r m a r k e t , 
recognising that a lady was 
u n l o a d i n g h e r b a s k e t 
because she couldn’t pay for 
all that she wanted. Bonnie 
helped her put it all back 

and forked out to help with 
the bill; a clear case of care 
not being taught, but part of 
a decent character.
   So how is this service 
funded in this time of almost 
every care business looking 
for such help?
“There’s NHS funding, local 
authorities and charities like 
the  Nightingale Nursing 
Fund - they’re really a great 
help. We offer training to 
other companies and other 
training sources as necessary. 
S h r o p s h i r e i s a g o o d 
authority to deal with, they 
h a v e e a s y l i n e s t o 
communicate upwards if 
you need it.” 

The team Leaders. From left: 
Sarah , Clinical Lead and 

Nominated Individual; Melissa, 
Deputy and Routing Manager; 
Sonia, Care Quality Champion 

and Training Manager and 
Bonnie, Care Quality 

Champion.
Seated in regal splendour is 

Michelle. Registered Manage

Sarah herself still gets out on 
the road to make care calls, 
it’s a habit she won’t drop 
because she then sees the job 
as those she employs see it. It 
also guides future planning, 
l ike offering a 24-hour 
package because the finance 
available doesn’t cover the 
real cost of travel between 
calls in this widespread 
country area. She did step 
back from the caring task to 
do eight months work for 
the Department of Work and 
Pensions. But she came back 
to this side of the business, 
where care is all important
   Sarah is the Nominated 
Individual and Michelle the 
Registered Manager, who’s 
worked her way up from 
starting as a carer to this 
senior management position, 
with Mel as her Deputy 
Manager.
  At their Pre-Pandemic peak 
the headcount at Upper 
Baveney was 58, down a 
shade to 40 in the more 
stringent present. But all of 
them caring people who are 
t r a i n e d t o d e a l w i t h 
problems or who to refer the 
matter to. Their business and 
their ambition is giving care 
to those who need it. And 
they do it well. 
   The Care and Quality 
Commission rate them as 
Good. They clearly are.
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....

Family run business of 30 years, call us for a free no 
obliga on quote

Finance available, buy now and pay later

5 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Phone: 01562 822855 – Email: sales@twshq.com
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Rou ne & Emergency emptying of Domes c & Commercial:

SEPTIC TANKS

TREATMENT PLANTS

ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS

BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE

GREASE TRAPS
Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.  

Call us now for your free quote.

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.
Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

                                                         

Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
Re poin ng & Chimney Repairs
Fascias & Gu ering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long las ng, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern, 
giving extra light to your room star ng from as li le as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274
Www.onestop roofing.co.uk
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com

Family business est. 35 years.
All repair work undertaken
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

LUDLOW DOG DAY
It’s been sorely missed with the 
P a n d e m i c s t o p p i n g i t s 
operation. But next month, on 
the 24th, Ludlow Dog Day will 
be back. At Stokesay Court, on 
the A49 north of Ludlow, with 
the gates opening at 10.00 and 
the Show starting at 11.00.
   It’s organised by the Ludlow 
Round Table and profits made 
are donated to local charities. 
Seven Shows so far and 
£140,000 raised to help local 
causes, a quite remarkable track 
record.
   There are no less than 20 
classes for dogs to contest, 
ranging from the Waggiest Tale 
via Most Handsome to the 
more demanding business of 
simple Racing. Over in the 
Display Ring there will be 

displays by a range of doggie 
b o d i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
wonderfully titled Paws For 
Thought.
   It’s designed for dog lovers 
and families to enjoy, with 
trade stalls to help established 
owners and persuade those just 
thinking about having a dog to 
decide. Any dog owner will 
confirm that it’s great to come 
home and be greeted by a 
wagging tail and a licking of 
your hand; no matter how bad 
your day may have been.
   Early Bird tickets for the 
Show are £10 for adults and £5 
for 5 to 16 year olds. Family 
tickets for two adults and up to 
three children are £25. That’s if 
you prebook; pay on the day 
and the prices rise to £12 and £6 
Car parking is free.

HOW MUCH?
I’m just back from the Medical 
Centre where I had a blood test. 
Ta l k i n g t o M a n d i e w e 
exchanged holiday plans and 
experiences; she and her 
husband went to Sardinia, 
which she says was beautiful.
But when they had a drink in 
the hotel, he had a pint and it 
cost £17! I used to amaze 
people with the tale of my son 
buying me a Guinness in 
Raffles Hotel in Singapore 
about eight years ago, when it 
cost £13! Frightening.
   Do you think there’s an 
International Teetotal Drive to 
persuade us all to opt for clean 
living and drinking? Let’s not 
go there, or the price of a cup of 
tea will be the next big shock.
Jim Reynolds
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 
 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 

 

KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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Let’s Beat the Scammers                                                                      Nigel Reid

 Here we are in June with the promise of some 
kind of summer ahead of us. It’s been a rather 
gloomy start to the year but brightened up 
with 5 bank holidays, from Easter to the 
Coronation. These are the times that honest 
law-abiding people like us can relax and enjoy 
time with friends and family. Not so with the 
ever-active fraudsters who use these occasions 
to up their game when some of us might let 
our guard down. 
The focus of many of these scams is what’s 
called ‘Transfer’ scams or what the banking 
industry calls ‘Authorised Push Payments’ or 
APP’s. In our simple lay man’s terms these are 
Bank Cash Transfers made by a victim to a 
scammer. Not that long ago Banks refused to 
reimburse victims of these frauds as they 
claimed that the victim knowingly handed 
over bank details allowing the scammer access 
to their funds. A typical scenario of so-called 
‘authorised’ frauds would be an account 
holder being tricked with fake purchases, 
impersonations or even cruel romance scams, 
which were not fully protected by bank 
guarantees. 
In 2022 nearly half of the £485 million stolen 
by fraudsters in transfer scams last year was 
not reimbursed, due to Banks dragging their 
heels and blaming the victim for being 
careless. Of the £485.2million extracted from 
such victims in 2022 only £285.6million, or 59 
per cent, was reimbursed. Payment regulators 
are considering new regulations requiring 
banks and building societies to reimburse 
victims of authorised push payment (APP) 
scams fully where the loss is greater than £100 
which is good news for the victims. 
However, Finance Industry chiefs do not 
agree, on the basis that if they universally 
repaid all claims of scams, the public would 
not take enough care and responsibility for 
protecting themselves. As scammed money 
rarely gets recovered the Banks would end up 
paying out and customers that are more 

careful or have not fallen to scams would end 
up paying the price in higher charges. 
Of those Banks that have signed up to a 
voluntary reimbursement code, nearly 66% of 
APP scams have been reimbursed. One 
particular Bank (TSB) that operates its own 
guarantee recently said its policy saw 97 per 
cent of money paid back to scam victims. A 
staggering excess of £1.2billion was stolen 
through fraud in 2022, according to the UK 
Finance annual fraud report - equating to 
more than £2,300 every minute. The good 
news is that these figures have fallen slightly 
in the last 2 years but the volume of cases, at 
207,372, rose by 6 per cent. Nearly all of these 
involved personal accounts. 78 per cent of 
APP fraud begins online and 18 per cent over 
the phone. 
So, what does this mean for us? Simply, it 
means that awareness of possible scams is 
critical and being able to identify the early 
initial approaches via email, telephone or text 
message goes a long way to cutting off a scam 
long before it gets to the stage of you 
inadvertently disclosing personal details. In 
previous articles I have outlined some of the 
most effective scam approaches and I urge 
you to remind yourself and your friends and 
families of the simple steps you can take to 
protect yourself. 
Remember that scammers over the phone can 
be very persuasive, convincing and can get 
aggressive if they don’t get what they want. 
Banks , bu i ld ing soc ie t ies , F inanc ia l 
Institutions and Government agencies 
whoever they claim to be, will NEVER adopt 
tactics like this and indeed are unlikely to call 
you out of the blue anyway. 
Social Media has many benefits but also 
provides many opportunities for scammers to 
locate victims and prey on them. Follow your 
instincts and the guidance offered and try not 
to be in 2023 one of the 207,372 cases reported 
in 2022. 
STAY ALERT – STAY SAFE.
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N.R. Evans Landscaping

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com
Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance 

Grass cu ng 

Strimming

hedge cu ng

garden and site clearance

domes c and commercial customers welcome

Fencing, including:
Panel fencing
Post and rail fencing
Picket fencing
Stock fencing
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly 

qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can  

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128  

to arrange a free financial review or visit:

www.cnsq.co.uk

FI
ND US O

N

R
A

T

E
D

 E X C E L L E N
T

Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 
written?

I’m Stephanie
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The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

A safe and easy to use alterna ve for logs for both wood stoves and open fires

buy online at www.burningblocks.co.uk

Easy to light / roaring fire in under 5 mins
Easy to stack / 10kg packs 
High heat / similar to coal on output
Each brique e lasts over an hour 
Low moisture / 8% moisture maximum
Store undercover

Discount for local 
delivery quote: 

“family10” at the
checkout

UK wide 
delivery available,

aprox. 2 days

For more informa on:
Email: burningblocks@gmail.com Website: www.burningblocks.co.uk FB: h ps://www.facebook.com/burningblocksbrique es
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SOLAR PV

EV CHARGERS

AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

GROUND SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

BATTERIES

VENTILATION

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

RADIATORS

With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
much you could save. 
Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid. 
Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
cylinders. 
Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives. 
Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years. 
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy. 
 
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
 
What can EnergyZone Offer? 

About usOur Services

01299 270011

sales@energyzone.co.uk

For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations:

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!
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Cleobury Community Hub 
Coffee Shop, Climb61, Youth Events   

Mondays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-9pm 
Tuesdays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-9pm 

Fridays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-5:30pm 

As if it’s June already! The days have longer light and the warm weather is finally here. 
This means that our decking is finally getting used again and people can enjoy a 
refreshing milkshake, iced coffee or just a place to relax and enjoy a safe space. Hub 
Youth are doing more outdoors and we are booking family outdoor climbing days 
throughout the summer. 

FOCUS ON: Cleobury Festival - SATURDAY 24th JUNE 
MOBILE CLIMBING WALL 
We are really looking forward to the Cleobury Festival Day on the playing field in Cleobury. 
Obviously we can’t get our Climb61 bouldering wall on the field so we have partnered 
with Cleobury Mortimer Town Council and Redpoint Climbing Centre, Birmingham to 
bring climbing to the festival. We will be hosting the wall for the day with donations going 
towards the running of the Cleobury Community Hub, for our community.


We’re already looking ahead to the summer holidays. We are running two holiday clubs 
for 5-11 year olds throughout the summer holidays as well as several family climbing 
trips. Please keep an eye on social media for specifics as the climbing trips will be 
weather dependant. More information will be in the July Clarion.





Climb61 Session Times - To book climbing and events: www.smyp.org.uk 
Tuesdays - 9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2:15pm-3:45pm, 4pm-5:30pm, 
5:45pm-7:15pm, 7:30pm-9pm (Mondays)6:30pm-8pm 
Fridays - 9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2:15pm-3:45pm, 4pm-5:30pm 
LADIES NIGHT - 1st June and the following month - 6th July.

@cleoburycommunityhub

@cleoburycommunityhub
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–

…… John Greaves

This year’s 

’

’

volunteers’

’s 
–

order to become law and part of Shropshire’s Local Plan and we are hoping this will take place towards the 
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THE SOCIAL CALENDAR FOR JUNE
Thu 1st  09.00  Wild Day at St John’s church, Doddington. PAGE 13

           10.00..Rock Pathfinders walk from Clun Memorial Hall, SY7 8LE PAGE  21
Sun  4th  10.00  CMFA Country Walk, starting from the Parish Church. PAGE  21
Wed  7th  DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                  6.00 to 7.00  Late Night at the Food Bank, Market Hall.
                  7.30  Photography Club meets at the Market Hall PAGE 5

     7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington village hall 
Sat/Sun 10/11th  Blacksmithing course at Conversation Cafe, Bewdley PAGE  30
Sun  11th  6.00  Joint church barbecue at Farlow and Oreton village hall. PAGE 17
Mon  12th  6.30  Creative Writing Group gather at the library, PAGE 5
Tue  13th  7.30am. Breakfast Club gather at The Golf Club on Wyre Common  PAGE 5
                  7.30pm  Cleobury W.I. meet at the Market Hall. PAGE 11
Wed  14th  GREEN BINS GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                    10.00  Walking for Health starts from the Sports Centre. PAGE 21
                    10.00  CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall
Thu  15th  10.00  Rock Pathfinders step out from Hare & Hounds, Shenstone  PAGR 21
 Fri  16th  8.00  Bingo Night at Doddington village hall
Sat 17th  9.00  Cleobury Country Farmers’ Market.In and around the Parish Church.

   10.00 to 12.00 noon. Meet your Councillors. In the Market Hall.
     7.30  Flicks in the Sticks at the Parish Hall. PAGE 9

Mon  19th  7.30  The Reading Group gather to compare notes at the library. PAGE 9
Wed  21st  DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                  7.30  The Photographic Club meets at the Market Hall. PAGE 5
                   7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington village hall PAGE 5
Thu  22nd  10.30  Cleobury W.I.coffee and chat at The Colliers Arms. PAGE 11.
Sat  24th  12.00 noon.  THE CLEOBURY FESTIVAL on the Sports Field. PAGE 7
                 2.30  Afternoon Teat at Melville Chapel, Oreton. PAGE 17
Mon  26th  7.30  The Nearly Dead Poets Society meet at the Library. 
Wed  28th  GREEN BINS GARDEN RUBBISH EMPTIED TODAY
10.00  Walking for Health starts from the Market Hall. PAGE  21
                    10.00  CoCo Coffee Morning, Market Hall, Church Street.
Fri  30th  8.00  Bingo Night, Doddington village hall.

AND LOOKING AHEAD TO JULY:
Wed  5th  DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
7.30,,Whist Drive at Doddington village hall. 
Sat  8th  9.00 to 4.00  Wild Day at St John’s Church, Doddington.

REGULAR EVENTS OF INTEREST
Mon  8.00  Bingo Night at the Market Hall
Tue  2.00  Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall.
Thu  10.00  Drop In at St Mary’s church to chat and maybe share a problem
           7.00  Tina Hobin gives lessons in the Birth Dance and good health at the Market 
Hall.
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THE PARISH HALL 
REPORT

Extracts from the chairman’s 
report to the recent Parish 
Hall AGM
   The chairman named the 
committee and their particular 
areas of responsibility: 
Gabby, Chair; Janet, Treasurer;
Robert, Deputy Treasurer; 
Vicky, secretary; Dick, deputy 
c h a i r m a n ; G e o f f , To w n 
Council representative
  The chairman thanked the 
committee for their work and 
s u p p o r t , w h i c h h a d 
particularly included work on 
the hall tower. Robert had 
succeeded in raising grants to 
help with this work from the 
Town Council and others, for 
which the committee are very 
grateful.
   Banking was brought into 
line with current requirements 
for charities and guests can 
now pay electronically; the  
Hall is now part of the Gift 
Aid scheme. The electrical 
s y s t e m i n t h e h a l l w a s 
examined and work done to 
bring it up to standard, for 
which a grant was given. An 
extractor fan was installed to 
combat mould in the kitchen.
   The bar was rebuilt and the 
roof of the new ladies toilet 
repaired.
   The Ealing Comedy Festival 
did not prove popular, but the 
Burns Night and Bavarian 
Oompah evening proved to 
great successes. 
   Future entertainments 
include a Band Dance on 
August 25th, the Cosford 
Military Wives Choir on 
October 7th, a Folk Evening on 
N o v e m b e r 2 5 t h a n d a 

C h r i s t m a s B a z a a r i n 
December.
   The Trustees manage upkeep 
of the two neighbouring 
cottages and have had new 
kitchen, fence and fire alarms 
fitted and the electricity 
system updated.

ADAM’S JOURNEY
Adam Ponsford reports on 
the fund raising for his big 
African trip later this year:
The fundraising last month 
didn’t start so well with us 
having to cancel the Bingo due 
to several involved having 
Covid.  However, I am pleased 
to report that this has now 
been re-scheduled for 16th 
June.  Please let us know if 
you hope to join us as it makes 
things easier setting up the 
hall.
   We had a great turn out for 
the Quiz, which was kindly 
run by Keith & Terri Walton, 
so a huge thank you to both of 
them. A massive £640 was 
raised on the evening.
   We are taking orders for 
Father’s Day Chocolate boards 
at a price of £6.50 each. If 
interested please give us a call 
on 01299 841032.
   I will be having a craft stall 
at Cleobury Festival on 24th 
June; it would be great if you 
could pop along and see the 
latest things I have been 
making.
  Thank you everyone for your 
h e l p i n s u p p o r t i n g m y 
journey. Just a reminder about 
this month’s Bingo:
  Friday, June 16th. 7.30 at 
Kinlet Village Hall. £15 for six 
games.cash and many other 
prizes to be won. Licenses bar 
and snacks available.
Adam

THE DEADLINE FOR 
THE JULY CLARION 

IS JUNE 22ND
Editor and Advertising 
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Jime Reynolds, 4 Childe 

Road,
Cleobury Mortimer, 

Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642
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E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.

uk
Web: www.cleobury 

clarion.co.uk
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Tel: 01952 730511
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Collect your Clarion in 
Cleobury from:

Select & Save, Londis, 
Cleoburrs, Cleobury 

Cafe,Severn Hospice Shop
Mid Counties Co-op, 

Purslows, The Library.
And out in the county:

Heath Farm Meats,  Clee 
Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, 

The Colliers Cafe, Sun & 
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton 

Bank Service Station; 
Ludlow Library; Mahorall 

Cider Farm; Fighting Cocks, 
Stottesdon; Duck Inn, 

Chorley; Live & Let Live, 
Neen Sollars; Eagle 7 

Serpent, Kinlet; Parker 
Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish 
churches in: Cleobury 

Mortimer, Bayton, 
Doddington, Hopton 

Wafers, Neen Savage and 
Neen Sollars.

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk  

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk 

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE 
COMMUNITIES Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY 01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE PC Wayne Strangwood 07773 054 587 wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Fiona McCallum 07805 737 555 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes
cleoburybeavers@gmail.com  

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report 
any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Kim 01299 272732 markethall@cleobury.org.uk 

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.

SHROP DOC 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com 

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers 
prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Dorothy 
McBride

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre 
on the first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church 
Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH 
FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30
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Gym
Exercise Classes

Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch

Netball 
Tennis Courts

DOWNLOAD OUR APP


